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Innermost circle: 
unique 

circumstances

Second circle: 
aspects of identity

Third circle: 
types of 

discrimination 
impacting identity

Note: it is 
impossible to name every 
discrimination, identity 
or structure. These are 

just examples to help give 
you a sense of what 
Intersectionality is.

Outermost circle: 
larger forces and 

structures 
reinforcing exclusion
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Intersectionality:  
An Essential Lens for Reading the Statistics
Statistics raise awareness about the incidence and prevalence of VAW in general and in various socially-located 
communities. For example, we know that women from different communities experience different barriers to accessing 
support; when disclosing their experiences of sexual violence; or when interacting with the criminal justice, health or social 
services systems. However, group statistics do not always convey the experiences of women who may belong to more than 
one community – for example, a woman who is an immigrant as well as a youth; or a queer-identified woman who lives in a rural 
setting – and the differences within the communities  themselves. This intersectionality diagram is presented with the following 
statistics to encourage us to think about differences and the multiple, layered forces that interact to reinforce conditions of 
inequality and social exclusion – that is, the roots of violence. 

n	� Women in the NWT and Nunavut are 
at 9-12X greater risk of experiencing 
sexual violence than women in other 
provinces.

n	� 6 out of 10 Deaf female students in 
the U.S. experienced at least 1 form 
of sexual coercion in an intimate 
relationship. 

n	� Almost 1 in 4 sexual assault victims 
reporting to medical treatment 
centres in Ontario were suspected 
to have been drugged.

n	� 1 in 5 women living on the street in 
Toronto were sexually assaulted in 
the past year. 

n	� About 80% of sexual assaults 
against older women in Canada  
(55-87yrs.) occurred in their homes.

n	� About 1 in 4 sexual assaults against 
younger women in Canada occurred 
in a vehicle.

n	� In 86% of the 3,337 completed 
investigations of sexual assault in 
2013 in the U.S. military, the victim 
was female. In about 90% of these 
assaults, the perpetrator was male.

n	� 1 in 5 LBG individuals in Canada 
experienced physical/sexual violence 
in an intimate relationship, with 
bisexual women reporting this type of 
violence most often followed by gay 
men, lesbian women, and bisexual 
males.

Graphic adapted from CRIAW/ICREF’s 
Intersectionality Wheel Diagram 
published in Everyone Belongs. A Toolkit 
for Applying Intersectionality (2009, p. 6)

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2013001/article/11766-eng.pdf
http://vaw.sagepub.com/content/17/7/822.abstract
http://www.cmaj.ca/content/180/5/513.full
http://www.streethealth.ca/downloads/the-street-health-report-2007.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16931466
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16931466
http://sapr.mil/public/docs/reports/FY13_DoD_SAPRO_Annual_Report_on_Sexual_Assault.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/10538720.2013.751887
http://criaw-icref.ca/everyone-belongs-toolkit-applying-intersectionality







